The one thing that you do need to keep in
mind when visiting Sehlabathebe, though, is
the highly changeable weather conditions.
The park is between 2200 and 2700m above
sea level, and this means the weather can
change quickly and dramatically. My advice is
to come prepared for any eventuality.
When the weather permits, however,
Sehlabathebe oﬀers a wide variety
of activities. The park is a wonderful
playground for hikers and bird watchers
and boasts a wide variety of birds, animals
and plants. In addition, it gives visitors a
chance to view ancient cave dwellings and
rock paintings, ﬁsh for trout in the lakes
below the Tsoelikane waterfall, explore the
surroundings on horseback and see Lesotho’s
famous spiral aloe.
Sehlabathebe National Park is deﬁnitely
worth a visit, especially if you have a 4x4 that
you want to put through its paces.
Elise and I enjoyed our trip tremendously and
will be returning to Sehlabathebe very soon.

Below: Thousands of years of erosion has
created this striking sandstone cave.
Above: The beautiful Tsoelikane Waterfall is
a very popular hiking destination in the area.
Below: Many ancient rock paintings depicting
people and animals can be found in the region.

TRAVEL PLANNER
SEHLABATHEBE NATIONAL PARK:
Situated atop the Drakensberg escarpment,
Sehlabathebe is the only oﬃcial national park in
Lesotho. Roads into the park are very bad and
passable only in a 4x4. The park’s lodge oﬀers
electricity, warm water and a fully ﬁtted kitchen.
COST: Entry into the park is free.
Accommodation in the lodge is R150 per

Above: This sign near the Ramatseliso Gate
required a bit of deciphering. Right: The
lodge in Sehlabathebe was originally built
for Lesotho’s prime minister.
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person per night and camping costs R50.
BAD: Due to the altitude the weather can be
unpredictable.
GOOD: Lots of birds, ancient cave dwellings,
rock paintings, lake ﬁshing and Lesotho’s
famous spiral aloe.
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