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a circumference at the lip of 50cm.   
Sadly though, there aren’t too 

many of these majesti c animals 
left . Having been decimated by the 
ivory trade in previous centuries, 
only about 250 elephants remain. 

But the good news is that they 
are now safely protected. The last 
remaining indigenous elephant 
herd in KwaZulu-Natal is securely 
ensconced within the Tembe 
Nati onal Elephant Park. 

And for off -road enthusiasts, 
Tembe is a delight. Due to the 
area’s sandy terrain, the 30 000 
hectare park is only traversible by 
4x4. Upon entering the park you 
are given an A4 map, and left  to roam the 
trails by yourself. 

Be warned, though, that in the northern 
reaches of the park the tracks are very narrow 
and lined by thick bush, so there’s no way to 
pull off  the roads. That makes any encounter 
with Tembe’s large (and someti mes aggres-
sive) elephants quite nerve-racking. Be pre-
pared to drive backwards as oft en as you drive 
forwards. If you meet a group of elephants 

on the park’s ti ght tracks, their size 
gives them automati c right of way, 
so you have no opti on but to back 
carefully away. 

You should also accept that 
your 4x4’s paint job is going to be 
in worse shape when you exit the 
park than when you entered it. 
The thorny branches will defi nitely 
leave their mark. Our silver Toyota 
Prado now carries a fair number of 
scars from its visit to Tembe.   

But despite this, a trip to the 
park is well worthwhile. Tembe 
boasts plenty of att racti ons. In 
additi on to elephants, it accommo-
dates a large number of other spe-

cies. Lions, leopards, kudu, eland, wildebeest, 
zebra, buff alo and rhino can all be found 
within the park. 

And for bird lovers there are more than 
340 recorded species. 

Recently, the Nephila komaci – a species 
of golden orb-weaver spider – has also been 
found here. Prior to this discovery, experts 
believed the species to be exti nct as the only 
known specimens had been found in museum 

Although 
the area is 
famous for 
its large 
elephants, a 
wide variety 
of other 
birds and 
animals can 
be found 
at Tembe 
and Ndumo 
game 
reserves.

Be warned, though, that 
in the northern reaches 
of the park the tracks 
are very narrow and 

lined by thick bush, so 
there’s no way to pull 

off the roads

Accommodation at Ndumo Game Reserve consists 
of 14 shady campsites and seven chalets. 


