readers’ Adventure

Smoke
on the
water
MALETSUNYANE FALLS

Maletsunyane Falls in Lesotho is a majestic
waterfall that plummets 186m into an ice-cold pool,
creating a permanent smoke-like mist. It is also the
location of the highest commercial single-drop abseil
in the world. Geoff Earnshaw decided to gather his
courage and take the plunge
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The Maletsunyane Waterfall is
high. Very high. It is about 186m from top
to bottom, and as if the vertigo-inducing
height isn’t bad enough, the water also
creates an eerie mist that gives the waterfall
an otherworldly feel.
So Maletsunyane Falls really is an awesome
(and intimidating) sight. And for those in search
of a unique view of this natural wonder, the
world’s highest commercial abseil (according
to the Guinness World Book of Records) runs
parallel to the waterfall.

Above: Geoff and Elise Earnshaw
with Jonathan Halse from
Semonkong Lodge. The lodge is
the official operator of the abseil.
Below: Cool as a cucumber. With a
history in mountain rescue, Geoff
isn’t intimidated by heights. Left:
Geoff gets strapped into his safety
equipment.

INTO THE MOUNTAINS
With Maletsunyane Falls (and its abseil) in our
sights, Elise and I recently headed for the lofty
kingdom of Lesotho. Once I had conquered
this daunting drop, we would enjoy a slightly
more sedate pony trek, followed by a venture
down Sani Pass.
After ﬁlling up at Ladybrand, we entered
Lesotho at the Maseru border post and
travelled on the road from Maseru to Roma.
At Roma we turned onto the road that led
to Semonkong and the Maletsunyane Falls.
Although the route was tarred at ﬁrst, it
deteriorated fairly quickly into a rough gravel
road. But despite this, it couldn’t be described
as a “bad” road. A 4x2 would easily be able to
traverse it, though it must be added that snow
or rain would change the situation substantially.
The 130km trip took about three hours. You
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